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beyond the limits of bare subsistence. Its most cherished fruits
have flourished on the field of leisure. There is need to preserve a
corner for leisure in human civilisation. So I used to think that
the utmost should be done to improve the education, health, and
comforts of those who are compelled to labour at the bottom of
society, not merely by circumstances, but by reason of their body
and mind.
But the trouble is that nothing permanent can be built up on
charity: to try to do good from without is vitiated at every step.
Only from equals can one expect real help. I have not been able
to think it all out satisfactorily, but to assume that progress can be
maintained only by keeping down the bulk of humanity and
denying them their human rights is a reproach to the mind. . . .
Man cannot do good to those wiiom he does not respect. No
sooner is one's self-interest at stake than a clash arises. A radical
solution of this problem is being sought in Russia. It is too soon
for a final judgment of this attempt, but for the present whatever
catches my eye strikes me with amazement. The royal road to
the solution of all our problems is education. The bulk of human
society has so far been deprived of full opportunities for educa-
tion: in India well-nigh completely so. It is astonishing to watch
the extraordinary vigour with which education spreads throughout
Russian society. The measure of education is not merely the
number involved, but its thoroughness: its intensity. What
abundant preparation, what tremendous effort, so that no one
should remain helpless or idle! Not in European Russia alone,
but also among the semi-civilised races of Central Asia, they have
opened the flood-gates of education. There is no limit to the
effort made to bring the latest fruits of science to them. The
theatres here are crowded to overflowing, but those who come to
them are peasants and workers. Nowhere are they humiliated.
In the few institutions I have visited so far, I have seen the
awakening of their spirit and the joy of self-respect.
RABINDRANATH TAGORE:   Letters from Russia
(trans, by Dr. S. Sinha).
In stepping on the soil of Russia, the first thing that caught my
eye was that in education, at any rate, the peasant and working
classes have made such enormous progress in these few years that
nothing comparable has happened even to our highest classes in
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